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Program at Glance

WednesdayAugust 27, 2025

12:30- 14:20
14:20-14:30

14:307 15:30
16:10-17:30
18:00-18:30
18:30-19:30
19:30- 22:30

registration

welcome from organizers

Session 1- Structural insights

Bartel, MacRae, Lin

Stefl, NakanishiSwarts, Pshanichnaya
poster flashtalksz posters 1-27

dinner

welcome reception around posters

Thursday , August 28, 2025

9:00-10:20
11:00-12:40
12:40-14:00

14:00-15:20
16:00-16:20
18:00-18:30
18:30-19:30
19:30-22:00
22:00-?7?

Session 2 Argonaute complexes

Ameres, Tomari, O'Carroll, Jeske

Mendell, Lal, Claycomb, Golovinas, Jelenic
lunch

Session 3 Argonaute modifications and regulations
Brodersen, Ketting, Simard, Friedldnder
McJunkin, Meister, M. Liu, Sarshad

poster flashtalksz posters 28-55

dinner

poster session w. snacks & drinks
Argonaute music party

Friday, August ®th, 2025

09:00-10:40
11:20-12:40
12:40-13:00
13:00- 14:10
14:10- 15:30
15:30-19:00
19:00-22:00

Session 4 Silencing mechanisms & biological roles
Ambros, Pasquinelli, Cecere, Bravo, Zaremba
Zamore, Moran, van RJj, Loubalova

AGO alliance presentation

lunch & family posters

Komiya, Corey, Buck, Dussutour

poster awards &time off & transfer to Kolkovna
dinner at Kolkovna downtown

Saturday, August 30, 2025

09:00-10:20
11:00-12:40
12:40- 14:00
13:30-17:00
17:00-22:00

Session 5 Argonautes in disease

Lessel, Haasd.a Rocca, Han

Piton, Kreienkamp, Carré, Zinovyeva, Delvallée
closing & boxed lunch & departures

AGO syndrome patients workshop
post-conference chilling out Na ty louce zeleny
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Welcome fromOrganizers

Dear colleagues,

Argonaute proteins are found in all kingdoms of life and they exert their

function through binding to specific classes of small noreoding RNAS.

Generally, the small RNAguide Argonaute proteins to target nucleic acids by
sequence complementarity. The mechanistic consequences of such RNA

guided interactions differ across evolutionary conserved Argonaute clades

and diverse Argonautedependent regulatory pathways have beeidentified.

While some of these pathways have been studied extensively in the past
decades, specific aspects remain rather elusive. Furthermore, Argonaute

proteins have been implicated in many cellular pathways and exciting findings
have been reported in ecent years ranging from cellular defense mechanisms

of prokaryotic Argonaute proteins to disease causing mutations in human

1 Oci 1T AOOA DPOI OAET 68 4EA OEEOA AAEOQEI T
all aspects of Argonaute protein structure, function at regulation in a broad

range of organisms ranging from prokaryotes and plants to flies, worms and
mammals. This time in Prague, we will follow the grassroot tradition of the
meeting in order to bring together Argonaute enthusiasts and provide them
withtii A AT A OPAAA O AGAEAT CA ETT x1 AACA
mechanisms and functions.

Julie Claycomb Uhiversity of Toronto, Toronto, Canada

Dina Grohmann, Regensburg UniversityRegensburg, Germany

Gunter Meister, Regensburg UniversityRegensburg, Genany

Petr Svoboda,Institute of Molecular Genetics of CAS, Prague, Czechia




Meeting Essentials

Meeting venue
Institute of Molecular Geneticsof the Czech Academy of Sciences
Address:6 p AADOEU pnyoh ptg¢ ¢m 0OAEA 1 C &X
Website: https://www.img.cas.cz/

GPS: 0.0171699524, 14.4657697678

2

AV CONTROL ROOM

Internet: free wi-fi is available at IMGEduroam & IMGfree)

Recording, Photography, Cell Phone, and Usage of Social Media

We welcome the use of social media by participants. Use thargonautes2025
hashtag during the event for any related tweets and follow commonly accepted
social media etiquette. Please, remember that unpublished data should be
regarded as confidential and should not be published. Therefore, do not capture,



transmit or redistribute unpublished data presented at the meeting this may
preclude subsequent publication of the data in a scholarly journal and/or patent
protection. Likewise, posters or slides must not be photographed without a
consent of the authors. Obtain aapproval from a speaker or poster presenter
POET O Oi NOT OET ¢ 1T O DOAI EOEET ¢ OEAO EI
cellphone/laptop/tablet volume to avoid disrupting sessions

Presentationsz length & upload

All lecturesare 15minutestalk + 5 minutes for questions. Poster flash talks: 1
minute, one slide only no animations Session chairs will be instructed to be
strict about time managementBring your presentations to the AV operator

for uploading into during the coffee or lunch break preceding your sessicat

the latest The filename shouldinclude your last name.

Poster format

Poster boards are 90 cm wide and 120 cm high. Posgecan be put up on
Wednesday afternoon, an informal poster session witake place on Wednesday
evening, the formal one orThursday evenings. Free drinks & snacks will be
provid ed.Need to print aposter in Pragueheckhttps://www.copygeneral.cz/

Catering at IMG

Catering is largelybuffet style,the dinner on Thursday with seating inthe IMG
dining hall. Extra snacks and extra drinks can be purchased at IMG cafeteria, which
is open 8:30» 16:30.

Downtown dinner on Friday 29.8. 2025 @ 19:00
Kolkovna CelniceV Celnici 1031/4, 110 00 Praha 1
The nearest Metro station:. U/ A O0p OAPOAI EEU



https://celnice.kolkovna.cz/

Detailed program

Wednesday, August 27th, 2025

12:30- 14:20
14:20-14:30

14:30-14:50

14:50-15:10

15:10-15:30

15:30-16:10

16:10-16:30

16:30-16:50

16:50-17:10

17:10-17:30

17:30-18:00
18:00-18:30
18:30- 19:30
19:30- 22:30

registration
welcome from organizers
Session 1- Structural insights

David Bartel, Whitehead Institutez MIT
Target-directed microRNA degradation

lan MacRae, Scripps Resezn
A conserved PIWI silencing complex detects piRNtrget
engagement

Daniel Lin, Whitehead Institute
A menagerie of endogenous site architectures mediates
mammalian targetdirected miRNA degradation

Richard Stefl, CEITEC
How Argonautes engage with their protein binding partners

Kotaro Nakanishi, Ohio State University
Structural and functional study of Argonaute syndrome

DaanSwarts, Wageningen University
Activation and inaaivation of long-A prokaryotic Argonaute
proteins

Lizaveta Pshanichnaya, IMB Mainz
A role for the intrinsically disordered N-terminal region of
WAGGQG3 in small RNA selection

poster flashtalksz posters 1-27

welcome reception around posters

Thursday , August 28th, 2025

9:00-9:20

Session 2 Argonaute complexes

Stefan Ameres, Max Perutz Labs
Uridylation -triggered RNA decay promotes multiplgurnover
RNA interference to enhance antiviratilencing in Drosophila



9:20-9:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-10:20

10:20-11:00
11:00-11:20

11:20-11:40

11:40-12:00

12:00-12:20

12:20-12:40

12:40-14:00

14:00-14:20

14:20-14:40

14:40-15:00

15:00-15:20

Yukihide Tomari, University of Tokyo
A Primitive piRNA Surveiflance System That Broadly
Monitors the Germline Transcriptome

Donal O' Carroll, University of Edinburgh
Safeguarding germline immortality

Mandy Jeske, Heidelberg Uni.
Defining piRNA factor interaction networks across species

Joshua Mendell, University of Texas
Mechanism and physiologic role of targetiirected microRNA
degradation

Eric Lai, Sloan Kettering Institute
An effector of enhanced RNA silencing in Alas1 mutants

Julie Claycomb, University of Toronto
Deciphering the sexspecific roles of C. elegans germiine
small RNA pathways

Edvardas Golovinas, Vilius University
Swiss army knife interaction modality between split longB
PAgos and their effectors

Stela Jelenic, IMBA Vienna

How Germ Granule Localization Shapes Argonaute Specificity

and Fidelity in Small RNA Loading

Session 3- Argonaute modifications and regulations

Peter Brodersen, University of Copenhagen
Looping for loading: A role of ARGONAUTE loops in
reversible chaperone binding

Renee Ketting, IMB Mainz
Proteases regulate the loadingnd activity of Argonaute
protein WAGG3 in C. elegans

Martin Simard, Laval University
Uncovering regulatory mechanisms of Argonaute function in
the animal microRNA pathway

Marc Friedlander, Stockholm University/SciLifeLab
Protected by Argonautes? MicroRNAS in ancient and extinct
animals



15:20-16:00
16:00-16:20

16:20-16:40

16:40-17:00

17:00-17:20

17:20-18:00
18:00-18:30
18:30-19:30
19:30-22:00
22:00-?7?

coffee break

Katherine McJunkin, NIH/NIDDKD
A IncRNA drives developmentallytimed decay of all
members of an essential microRNA family

Gunter Meister, Uiversity of Regensburg
Interactions and modifications navigating AGOZ through
small RNAguided silencing cycles

Mo-Fang Liu, Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry & Cell Biology
MIWI/pIRNASs are Programmed to Enter the Nucleus to
Silence Meiotic Genes in Late Spermatocytes

Aishe Sarshad, University of Gothenburg
Nuclear AGOZ supports influenza A virus replication through
type-I interferon regulation

poster flashtalksz posters 28-55

poster session w. snacks & drinks
Argonaute music party

Friday, August 28th, 2025

09:00-9:20

09:20-9:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-10:20

10:20-10:40

10:40-11:20
11:20-11:40

Session 4 Silencing mechanisms & biological roles

Victor Ambros, University ofMassachusetts
MicroRNAs contribute to mult-dimensional regulation of
LIN-28 temporal expression dynamics in C. elegans

Amy Pasquinelli, University of California, San Diego
Less Stress with miRISC

Germano Cecere, Institut Pasteur
Somato-Germline miRNA Inheritance via Yolk Promotes
Stress Resilience in Progeny

Jack Bravo, ISTA
Anti-plasmid immunity by pAgo-helicase/nuclease systems

Mindaugas Zaremba, Vilnius university
Mechanism of action of SPARDA defea system

Phil Zamore, UMass Chan Medical School



11:40-12:00

12:00-12:20

12:20-12:40

12:40-13:00

13:00-14:10

14:10-14:30

14:30-14:50

14:50-15:10

15:10-15:30

15:30-19:00
19:00-22:00

Mouse pachytene piRNAs persist in evolution because target
cleavage by a tiny minority of piRNAs improves sperm fitness

YehuMoran, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Characterizing the role of the Argonaute regulator ZSWIM8 in
Cnidaria

Ronald van Rij, Radboud University Medical Center
Nonredundant functions of mosquito PIW/ proteins

Zuzana Loubalova, NH/NIDDK
Signatures of cooption in mammalian pachytene piRNAs

AGO alliance presentation
& family posters

Reina Komiya, Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology
Reproductive ArgonauteMedliated Noncoding RNA
Regulation in Rice

David Corey, University of Texas
Applying Chimeric eCLIP to Nuclear RNAi

Amy Buck, University of Edinburgh
Forms and functions of Argonaute transmission between cells

Ange Dussutour, InstitutSophiaAgrobiotech
Secretion of small noacoding RNA as new effectors in planat
nematode interaction

poster awards &time off & transfer to Kolkovna
at Kolkovna Celnicedowntown

Saturday, August 30th, 2025

09:00-9:20

09:20-9:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-10:20

Session 5 Argonautes in disease

Davor Lessel, University of Regensburg
Argonaute/LessetKreienkamp syndrome. novel clinical,
genetic and mechanistic insights

Astrid Haase, NIH/NIDDK
Guardians of the Germline: PIWtlade Argonautes and Their
Role in Fertility

Gaspare La Rocca, University of Palermo
Global Inhibition of MicroRNA Function Impairs Tumor
Growth and Improves Response to Therapy

JinjuHan, KAIST

10



10:20-11:00
11:00-11:20

11:20-11:40

11:40-12:00

12:00-12:20

12:20-12:40

12:40-14:00
13:30-17:00

17:00-22:00

AGOI1 in neural progenitor cells orchestrates brain
development and sociability via the LIN2SBAREELIN axis

Amelie Piton, IGBMC
Clinical and molecular characterization of Argonaute syndrome
caused by nonsynonymous variants in human AGO1 gene

Hans-Jirgen Kreienkanp, Uriklini k Hamburg-Eppendorf
Functional analysis of missense variants in AGOZ2 causing
LessetKreienkamp syndrome (Leskres)

Clément Carré, Instde Biologie ParisSeine- Sorbonne Université
Modeling Human Argonautel (hAGO1) MutationsAssociated
with Intellectual Disability in Drosophila melanogaster

Anna Zinovyeva, Kansas State University
Functional characterization of Argonaute syndromes variants
in Caenorhabditis elegans

Clarisse Delvallée, IGBMC

Deciphering pathophysiology of Argonaute syndrome, caused
by nonsynonymous variants in human AGO1 gene, using
transcriptomic cross analysis in 2D and 3D in vitro models of
brain development

closing & & departures
AGO syndrone patients workshop

free post-conference chilling outNa ty louce zeleny

11



Directions

Venue address: Videnska 1083building F, Prague 4, 142220
1 Loc: 50.017854, 14.466685 (campus entrance)
1 Loc: 50.014703, 14.465250 (institute building)

City public transport
By underground (Metro) system get to the station+ A é A(ed lifle C), then

usethe bus #138 in the direction® OOA OU ! E AddtkfitalbtoOmhd
bus stop for #138 is right in the front of the exit from the + A é AMeiraD

station. For info on tickets, lines & apps, seegugel?.

When arriving by train

The main station (Hlavni nddral-)fs on the line C, the station+ A é Aid O
direction H&je, the Metro platform is accessed viahe underground entrances
further when walking from train platforms. From any other train station, hop
on Metro,goto + A é A Bién()

When arriving by airplane

From the airport, takethe trolley bus #59 to Nddral: peleslavn(~15 min
ride), then take Metro (green line A) toMuseum(~15 min), change to the red
line C, gotor A é A thén®

When arriving by car

When coming fromnorthwest, west, south or southeastuse the outer ring,

exit at Vestec (exit 3)and go northon the exit circle (drection Prague), then

go straight through two circles until an open field with institute buildings

appears on your left, then exit left to the main gate.

When coming from north, northeast, or eastget on the inner circle and exit at

OEA AQEOp+O®I EGAGHEIOEAT A1 1T OET OA 11 +6p
OEA ET OPEOAI +0¢é AliIPIA® iT Ui do 1 AEOD
hospital (white building on the left) and take the next turn to the right to

arrive to the main gate.

12
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Czech & Prague Essentials

Czechia, Czech & Czechs

Thesimples x AU OT AAAADO # UAdotamhdobitrplacBhEl E E
the Central Europe which isoccupied by hobbitsspeaking an incomprehensible
language loving beer, socializing in pubsand mainly caring for themselves.
Armies were marching for centuries across thisegion in every direction while
locals were trying to live throughwars and otherdisasters, some ofvhich they
started themselves (e.g. Hussitevars, The Thirty Years' Waror the communist
takeover). Czechs are cynical, sarcastic, ngreligious, often pissed offand
complaining while conservative in many ways. Best are left alone. With a few
beers, they melt and become friendly unless you try to educate them and
criticize their attitude to whatever. When drunk, they become melancholic
rather than aggressiveThe language is essentially incomprehensible to n@n
Savic speakers and its grammar is horriblyjcomplicated. Give up. Iwill be well
appreciated if youwould be able tosayplease and thank you.

Dobry den. Hello. IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Drikuyi. Thank you. Emergency (any) 112
Prosim Please Police 158
Jedno pivo. One beer. Paramedic 155

Public transport in Prague

A physical ticketfor a public transport ride in Praguemust be timezstamped
upon the first entry into the transport system (tram, entrance to metro).
Tickets can be purchased at special booths (airport), newspaper shops,
entrances to metro or in some trams and buses. Ticketge for 30 min, 90
min, 1 day & 3 dag. Electronic tickets can be purchased via SMS or via app
calledlitacka. Always have a ticket controls are relatively frequentand do not
care about confused tourists All meeting participants will receive a 3day
ticket upon registration at the meeting venue

general info litacka app connection search

S ]




CzechCurrencyz CZK =Czech crown

Czechia does not use Euro although some shops in Prague may acceft it.
Euro = cca 25CZK The simplest way to get Czech ctency is from ATMs of
one of the main banksWhenever you try to get Czech caséisewhere, you
risk of being ripped off. Neverexchangemoneyon the street Never use the
exchange pointbooths along the tourist routes. Beware of ATM or exchange
machinesat the airport or along the major tourist routes they have set extra
fees or bad exchange rates.

Czechia was hit the last few years with inflation, so howadays you rarely get a
beer under 50CZK, a main course in a restaurant is usually between 25600.
Paying with the 2000 CZK banknote may be problematic at smaller shops. The
5000 CZK banknote is rarely seen.

5000 7@ %

Tipping at restaurants

There are no specific rules for tipping at restaurants. If you liked the service,
sometip is expectedand appreciated Fora single beer or a coffee, rounding
up to the nearestten is OKwhile some peoplewould pay exactly For a bill of
severalhundreds of CZK, rounding up to the nearedifty or hundred is
common.For a dinner of a few people a tip up to 200 CZK is a nidp.t

18



Praguesnippets &before-dinner-walks options
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1 Vysehrad fortress
.2 Cubistic houses
'3 Nusle Bridge

‘4 Bastion & Ztracenka e
.5 FaustHouse

? 6 The Crypt

|7 Dancing House

I 8 National Theatre

-9 Bethlehem Chapel
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J 17 Metronome *‘3 3 TS

19



Vyrehrad

6 U H A Bs@ forfvess guarding the souther access
to the city, whichconnected with manylegends,
including0 OET A A Olaving & Wsibh & Prague
and its fame thelegend of7 T | A WarQa failed
uprising against the rule of men)the legend of
Bivoj (hunting a wild boar barehanded) orHorymir
(escaping imprisoning by jumping with his beloved
horse O£ Al p EO E1T Offom thé \Gdehrdd
cliff). These legends are not supported bhistorical
resourcesthough.

During the reign of Boleslav liin the 10t century, awooden castlestood here

with a denarius coinmint8 6 UHAEOAA A@GDPAOEAT AAA OEA
11th century, when it became the seat of the first Bohemian king Vratav |,

OEA OOAAAOOI OO T &£ xET I 001 AA &EOI T 66U
AAOGOI A xAO OAAOGEI O OF A OOTTA TTA xE
established, yet none oit changed its inferior positionto the Prague Castle.

From the secondhalf of the 12th century,6 U H A E Sighificén®edropped.

Charles IVpartially renewed it out of respect forprevious0 G A I UnhBusd& A
rulers. His Coronation regulations for the Bohemian kings included the

I Al ECAOGETT O1 AAOOU I dbbe éve ddthd caanaionA CA O
where the kingwas shown bast shoes and a satchel tfe legendary0 GA T UOI

the Ploughman. Charles IV was the first to carry out this pilgrimage on the
Septemberlst, 1347.

20



After the Hussite victoryover3 ECE OI OT A ET OEA " AOOI A 1
almost allthe buildings were destroyed.Sincel650, Ferdinand Ill began to

AOGETI A OEA 6UHAEOAA AEOAAAIT h A " AOi NOA
shaped as a pentagram with six corner bastions..

The Baslica of St. Peter and St. Paulas established in 1070 and has been

rebuild multiple times, the current appearance is aneozGothicreconstruction

from 1887z1903. Next to it is a cemetery, which ishie final resting place of

many famous Czechs, includingriter + AOAT ,ATAIBBAIEOAO 11 Q1 1 p1
or naturalist Jan E. Purkyf .

For those who want a long walk before dinner on Fridays U H A Es@ufe &f
the options. Get off at theMletro station 6 U H A Ar@ #hdn you have two
options for going downtown:

1) walk to the fortress (not much there except of nice views of Prague and

Purkynje graveV . From the fortress go two paths down, which end up by the

river and near the cubistic housed . Walk along the river downtown (may be
crowded). Good places to turn right into the downtown are the National

Theatre, Charles Bridge, and@ OA O/ / BOBOEUT Y0 A1 AAET O 1 (

2) cross the bridge (Nuselsky most ) then turn left to BastionV, walk
through Ztracenka garde® to the campus Albertow , and either get to the
Vlatava river and walk along it downtown or around Botanical garde®, Faust
house’ to Charles square (Karlovo namesti), then arounthe Krypt to the
Dancing housé to the rivA O 8

21



Purkynje cells & his grave
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Drawing of pigeon Purkinje cells (A) by
JE Ry Santia
: go Ramon y Cajal

I O 6 UH A héghalle of Jan Evangelista Purkynh A EA& tehtdyO p w
scientist, immortalized via Purkynjecells in the cerebellum. He was also one of

OEA EAOEAOO T &# OEA AA1I1 OEAIT OU8 (.EO ¢O
The pillar carriesthe famous phrase on the topOMNE VIVUM EX OVO




#UAAE #OAEOI
Al T x 6 UaelsEveral Ane exampes of the Czech Cubism, a unique

Czech architectonic style. Several fine cubistic houses can be found in the
Neklanova street and at the river side.

.;iﬁ‘.ﬂ'ﬁy"’;:? o
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Nuselskymost

This isa prestressed concrete viaductompleted in 1973, which is an essential
element of Prague's transportation network, since almost all northsouth

traffic goes throughit. Below a six-lane highway on the surfaceuns theMetro
Line C Thebridge is 485 m long and 26.5m wide. With the original 1m high
railing, it becamethe national suicide hotspot (>300 people), which lead to
installations of protective barriers, which efficiently prevent further suicides.
66 tanks were used for testing tle construction in 1968.
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"AOOEIT Q : OOAAATEA CAOAAI

Bastion is a former part of old Prague city fortification, which was, together

x EOE 6 U ydaiind\akcess to the city from the south. It is a nice chill out
place with viewsof the Vysehrad fortress and PragueCan be reached from
the Vysehrad station after walking across the Nuselsky bridg&here is a small
café on it It&then possible to descend to the Ztracenkégarden).
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Faust House Karlovo namfi O40p

The Faust House at Charles Square is a mysterious Baroque mansion from the
14t century. According to the legend, an alchemist and astrologer Dr. Faust
traded with Mephistopheles his soul for unlimited knowledge & wadly
pleasures but it didn't end well for him.

While Dr. Faust probably never visited Prague, several other notable figures
lived in the house. One was astrologer Jakub Krucinek whose youngen
murdered the elder brother due to the thought there was &reasure hidden
within the house. Another was Jan Kopp, an amateur alchemist and a personal
doctor of the Emperor Ferdinand I. The most famous resident was Edward
Kelley, the alchemist of Emperor Rudolf Il whose rise and fall truly had
Faustian proportions. It is said he had a laboratory in the house causing
several explosions, some of them causing holes in the house ceiling. These
experiments helped the growing myth of the house. Other notable residents
include Ferdinand Antonin Mladota of Solopysky, whoanducted chemical
experiments in the house and its basement, and Karl Jaenig, a man with a
fetish for death who painted the walls with funeral texts, slept in a coffin and
had a part of a gallows.
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The Crypt(Resslova 9)

On May27t,1942,* T UA £ ATAA & pAg &
operatives sent by theCzechoslovak government - (S

in-exile attempted to executeReinhard Heydrich, ;-

aprincipal architect of the Holocaustthe lJ :
commander of the Reich Security Main Officand (R

the governor of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Morawa-leydrlch was

wounded and died of his injuries(sepsis) on Junedth, The operation

Anthropoid is the only verified governmentsponsoredelimination of a senior

Nazi leader during the war.The reprisa was very bloody though. Estimated

5,000 people werel OOAAOAAR OEI 1 ACAO , EAEAA AT A
all maleinhabitantswere executed others weresent to concentration camps;

only a few survived the war.

Naziswere unable to locate the attackersintil one of the paratroopers from

another teamturned himself in and gave up the local contacts for the bounty

of one million ReichsmarksOnce the hiding in the churctof Sts Cyril and

Methodius was discovered,750 Waffen-SS troopsattacked it but failed to

capture the paratroopers alive. When called to surrendethe paratroopers

fired back and shouted: "We are Czechs! We will never surrender, you hear?
Never'6 4EA DAOAOOT I BAOO AOIi AohsevehHowss x EOE
repeated attacks, attempts ¢ force them out with tear gas and floothg the

crypt. Running out of ammo, the crypt defenders used the last bullet for
themselves on June 18, 1942.

The Crypt museum is open 9ANGPM, free admission.
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$ATAET ¢ (1 00A 2AAPTT O T UAGALD
The Dancing House is one of a few modern architecture hallmarks of Prague.
The house is built in thedeconstructivist style ("new-baroque" to the
designers). It stands on asite of an apartment buildingdestroyed during the
U.S. bombing of Prague in 1943 he plot and structure lay decrepit until 1960,
when the area was clearedSincep wpoh 61 AAT - EI 01 Ech A (
Czechoslovak architet; conceived an idea for a project at the place and
discussed it with his neighbor, the then littleknown dissident Havelwho later
becamepresident.
Sponsored by theDutch insurance

@\\M ﬂ E ﬁr@ﬁ%ﬁ company NationaleNederlanden (ING

\ : Bank),- E 1 (bkcEngethe lead designer
andinvited the CanadianAmerican
architect Frank Gehry to develop
-EI OT E¢co0O 1 OECET Al EAA/
consisting oftwo parts, static and
dynamic, which were to symbolize the
transition of Czechoslovakia from a

communist regime to a parllamentary democracyThe "dancing" shape is
supported by 99 concrete panels, each a different shape and dimension.

Nearby is theNational MemorialD1 AAA O4EA #0UDOHG




National Theatre

The National Theatreis a distinctive
Neo-Renaissance building at the right
bank of the Vltava river. Itis one of
the most important Czech cultural
institutions connected with 19h

AAT 660U AOA 1 £ Toe
cornerstone of the National Theatre
was laid on 16 May 1868and the
Theatre was opened for the on 11 :
June 1881 (97]

Unfortunately, a fire broke outduring roof works on 12 August 1881 which
destroyed the copper dome, tte auditorium and the stage of the theatreThe
fire was seen as a nationaragedy and was met with abig wave ofsolidarity
and determination to raise up funding for reconstruction. The reconstructed
building was opened on B November 1883and did not change much until
these days. Behind the old theatre building is a modemjiasscovered building
called the New Scenewhich is a part of the National Theatre as well.

Across the streetare the headquarters of the Czech Academy of Sciengbg
Czech succesy of the former Czechoslovak Academy of Sciencéts tradition
actually goes back to the Royal Bohemian Society of Sciencest(1784).
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"AOEiAEAI’ #EADAI “AOT il OET i
| The Bethlehem Chapel is named for the Innocents
massacred in Bethlehenby Herod the Greatltis a
medieval religious building in the Old Town, notable
" for its connection with the origins of the Bohemian
Reformation and the Jan Hus, church reformer,
N theologian,rector at the Charles University in Prague
)} (1409-1410), and philosopher, who wasburned at
| stake inKonstanzin 1415. After the execution, his
BN 4 followers (known as Hussitesthereafter) refused to
elect ‘another Catholld<|ng and defeated five papal crusades between 1420
and 1431 in what became known as the Hussite Wars.

The original chapel was partly demolishedn 1786. Under the Czechoslovak
communist regime, the building was restored by the government to its state at
the time of Husas the communists sawsome weird parallel between the
Hussite revolutionary religious movement and proletarian revolutions While
newly rebuilt, most of the chapel's exterior walls and a small portion of the
pulpit actually date back to the medieval chapeNowadays it is being used for
various ceremonies

30



Orloj - Prague Astronomical ClocKOld Town Square)

The area around this marvel of medieval engineering is th&orst tourist trap
among all places described heréyou have been warned!) In any caseit is
mentioned, becauseit is a short walk from Kolkovna Celnice, the dinner place
on Friday, so people mayisit it quite easily. E

MoreET &I O AGETT AAT 60 OEA 0O/k
can be found elsewhere (check the QR cod&eeing it
moving is a highlight of Prague visits but it gets really
crowded during the day, especially duringeach full hour
show (8AM till 11PM). They say it is the oldest functional
astronomical clock in the world. The original clock was
first mentioned in 1410, other parts are younger (the calendar was added
~1490). The clockactually stopped working and was repaired many times.

The Orloj suffered heavy damage during the Prague uprising on May @nd
8t 1945, when the Nazis fired on the soutiwest side of the Old Town Square
i 3 from armoured vehicles in an attempt to
destroy one of thecenters of the uprising.
The hall and nearby buildings burned,
along with the wooden sculptures on the
clock and the calendar dial face. After
significant effort, the machinery was
. repaired, the wooden Apostles restored,
and the Orlojbehanworking againin 1948.

The 2018 reconstruction included making

a copy of the calendar dial. A hilarious
affair started when it turned out that the
recruited artist took too much freedom

and changed some of the figures and some
~ got even faces of livingeople. The city

now has toobtain another copy to fix it.

Nerds may appreciate the QR codaelow,
which leads to a simulator of the
astronomical clock, which can be set to a
{ specific moment in the
Ml past or the future to

@ show the position of
dials of the astronomical
clock at that moment.

c
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Sv. Véclav / St. Wenzel

7AT AAROI AGO ) # U A 307z 2632 dmBed935), Werkesiad | A A
| or Vaclav the Good was thBuke of Bohemia from 921 until his death.

According to the legend, he was assassinated by his younger tiver,

Boleslaus the CruelHis martyrdom and the popularity of several biographies

gave rise to a reputation for heroic virtue that resulted in his sainthood. He

was posthumously declared to be a king and patron saint of the Czech state.

He is the subjecif the wellzknown "Good King Wenceslas", a carol for Saint
Stephen's Daywhich was brought up in The Big Bang

Theory episode by Sheldon Cooper (QR).

At the top of the Wenceslas square stands a monumental

statue sculpted by Josef Vaclav Myslbe&nd erected early

in the 20 century. It bears an inscription"Saint Wenceslas,

duke of the Czech land, prince of ours, do not let perish us

nor our descendants” The Wenceslaus square (statioMuseurn) is a possible

starting point for a ~30-40 min walk to the dinner venue. Just walk all the way

down, turn right and walk all the way to the dinner venue nea® OA AT UV. AOU1

In the middle of the Wenceslas squarat the left side when walking down you
find the Palace Lucerna. On the ground flooe in the froof the Kino Lucernais
a modern statue by David A Orepresenting Czech humor It was originally
placed at the lower part of the Wenceslas square to reflect the state of Czech
Republicz it does not work but everyone behaves as if nothing happens.




These two buildings stand next to each other at
AOOp @aifnéydare AdarlKolkovna

Celnice, our dinner venue on Friday, so you

walk around them (when walking on the

0 Gp Epfoménade .

00AHRT U AOUT A of xAAO
The Powder Tower is one of the oginal 13 city

gates inthe Old Townseparaing it from the

New Town. ThisGothic toweralso marks the
AARCETTEIC T £ OEA 021 UAT 2
# from here through the Old Town Square and

= the Charles Bridg€ to the Prague Castle.

“ | AAAT HMuBigphl House

It is an Art Nouveau architecturenext to the
Powder TowelV . At the ste of the Municipal
Houseused to be he Royal Court palacewhich
was built around 1380 by King Wenceslas IV,
and from 1383 until 1485, the Kings of
Bohemia lived in the propety. After 1485, it

was abandonedthe old bundlng wasdemolished in the early 20th century.

I AAAT houdeitthe Smetana Hall, a celebrated concert venyandartwork
of Alfons Mucha The Municipal House was the location of the Czechoslovak
declaration of independence in 1918.
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Charles Brdge

The Charles Bridgebridge is a medieval stone arch bridge that crosses the
Vltava river under the Prague Castlé. The bridge replaced the old Judith
Bridge built 115871172 that had been severelylamaged by a flood in 1342
Its construction started in 1357 under the auspices of King Charles IV, and
wasfinished in the early 15th century. Until 1841, it wasthe only means of
crossing the river Vltavain Prague.The bridge is 516 metres long and nedy
10 metres wide. Following the example of the Stone Bridge in Regensbitge
first Argonaute meeting place!) it was built as a bow bridge with 16 arches
shielded by ice guards. It is protectedt ends bybridge towers and it is
decorated by a continuows alley of 30baroque statuesof saints. Among them
is the statue ofJohn of Nepomuk (c. 134% 20 March 1393), a popular saint of
Bohemia who was executedon the order of theKing Wenceslaus IV of
Bohemia(son of the King Charles IVjor disobedienceand thrown from the
bridge into the Vlitava river.
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PragueCastle

4EA O0OACOA # AOOIcAnsidetedtd ietBeldrgedt addieht castie O
in the world and is among the most visiteglacesin Prague, attracting over

1.8 million visitors annually. It may be complicated to walk throught due to

the security controlsat entrances It was built from the 9th century and served
as the seat of kings of Bohemia, Holy Roman emperors, and presideoits
Czechoslovakia and Czechi@n May 23, 1618defenestration of Habsburg
Emperor's regents fromone ofthe Prague castlé O x E btaktédxh® Thirty
Years' War, one of the most destructive conflicts in European history.

To approach it, one can exitiethe Metro station Malostranskabelow the
castle and walk up and thergo back through Mala strana and Charles bridge
or go to the station( OA A é Ard O/ to thecastlefrom behind

Kralovsky letohradek

E TRAM €.22,23 TRAM ¢.22,23
Prazsky hrad
w

TRAM €.22, 2.
Pohotelec

10 min b
P

T

g
Mala Strana
10min
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This is thefinest exampleof Baroque architecture in Prague. The domés 20 m
wide and the interior height to the top of the lantern is~57 m, making it the
highest interior in Prague.Criginally was herea Gothic church of Saint
Nicholas which dated from the 13th century After 1620, it was given to the
Jesuitswho opened next to ita school In the second half of the 17th century
the Jesuits decided to build a new church designed by Giovanni Domenico
Orsi. The church was built in two stages during the 18th centurfpuring the
Communig era, the church tower was used as an observatory fahe State
Security since from the tower it was possible to keep watch on the American
and Yugoslav embassies and the access route to the West German embassy.




Belveder

The Summer Palace of Queen
Anne (also called Belveder or -
the Royal Summer Palace) is the §
finest example ofRenaissance
architecture in Prague (and one
of the purest Italian Renaissance
architecture outside of Italy, as
some say).The building was
built between 1538 and 1560
for AnnaJagiellonica, a wife of
the Habsburg emperor Ferdinand It was initially designed by Itallan

architect Paolo della Stella, and construction was started by Giovanni Spatio,
but both men died before the building was completedas did Anna
Jagiellonicg. Under the reign ofthe emperor Rudolph Il the Summer Palace
was used for a part of his collection of art and also as a place which an
important mathematician and astronomer Tycho de Brahe used as an
observatory. Since then the building has also been calleldet House of
Mathematics. It isnowadaysused for exhibition purposes.

37



Metronome (the former Stalin Monument)

I'TAA #UAAE AT i1 OTEOOO OAEUAA DI xAO EI
balls harder than anyone else and commissioned building the largestatue of

Stalin ever. The 15.5 high granite monster glooming over Praguewas built

on an elevated site on LetaHill. Funny enough, it took morethan five yearsto

build it, so the statue was unveiledbn May1st,1955h Ox1 UAAOO A AOA
death. Thepoor author, Otakar£vec, killed himself after unveiling. With the

Stalinist era over, the statuevas takendownl T+ OAT 1 E Wish®@00kyA N O A ¢
of dynamite in 1962.
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In early 1990s, a bomb shelter beneath the statue's plinttbecamethe home of
Prague's first rock club Then, in Octobed 990, a pirate radio station Radio
Stalin started to operate on 92,6 MHzfrom the sameunderground shelter. It
was shut downby authorities after a fewdays and its equipment was
confiscated. However, it gainedtrong public attention and support. The
station became legalized, goits equipment back,and beganofficially
broadcastingunder the nameRadio1 on 91,9 MHzn the spring of 1991 It
was the frst private independent radio station in then Czechoslovakiand it
still exists today!

Since 1991, the marble pedestal has been used as the base of a iant kinetic
sculpture of a metronome.t symbolizes inexorable passage of time and a
cautionary reminder of the past.Symptomatically, intended as a temporary

ET OOAI 1 AOEITh EO8O ET OEA bpi AAA O1 OEI

On February 253, 2019, a guerilla artist group Ztohoven lit up the old eternal
fires to commemorate 50" anniversary of selfimmolation of Jan Zajic who
protested against censorship and sealled normalization process a year after
invasion and occupation othe country by Soviet troopsand on the 21st
anniversary of the1948 communist takeover.
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Tram T3

The T3 is degendary tramcarproduced byl + $
Tatra factory since 1960.~14 000 cars were built
and it became tke most dominant tramcar model
in Eastern Bloc countrieg except for Polandand
Hungary) and it is one of the most widespread
tram cars in the world. >1000 cars were
delivered to Prague ad by 2011it still had the
bestreliability of the Prague tram system fleetlts
rounded body, a lot of standing space, and
laminate seats still serve well around the city.




Extra Bonus- Novy hrad castle ruin near the meeting venue

The Novy hrad castlenear the meeting
venueis a ruin of a former royal castle
built at the beginning of the 15th
century by Wenceslas 1V, King of
Bohemia and the Holy Roman Empire
sonof Charles VA EA AAOOI A xAC
favorite residenceand his numerous
stays likely contributed to his
supposed alcoholic dementiaThe king
died at the castle orl6.8.1419. It is
told he got astroke when being
informed about the first Prague
defenestration, which started the
Hussite wars. Two weeksdater he died
from another stroke. The castle wasconquered by the Hussits in 1421 and
burned down. A considerably largeruin remainedthere until 1881 but it was
leveled to the cellar levelo discourage people to visit it The restoration ofthe
humble remains took place ir2009z2013. OnceE ET C8 O Z£AOT OEOA b,
occasionally provided place for parties of PhD students from the Krc campus.
To get there from the main campus gatealk right to a pedestrian crossing on
the main streetand then walk down along theblue trail.
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